STARRETT LAW FIRM	Estate Plan — Letter of Intent
Letter of Intent
Guidance to my trustee for exercising discretion over trust property
	About this template 
A sample letter you adapt to your own family, values, and trust terms. Replace every bracket, delete what does not apply, and add what does. This letter guides your trustee’s judgment—it is not part of your trust and does not legally bind the trustee. Once your letter is customized, you can delete this text box, too.




To: [Name of Trustee]
Re: Letter of Intent — The [Name of Trust] dated [Trust Date]
Dear [Trustee name],
This letter is meant to guide you, not to bind you. My trust gives you discretion, and no letter can anticipate every situation a beneficiary may face. Where my instructions and your best judgment on the ground disagree, I trust your judgment—but I want you to have a clear sense of what I care about and why.
Standard for distributions. My trust authorizes discretionary distributions for each beneficiary. In weighing a request, please consider the beneficiary’s other resources and earning capacity, and favor distributions that build toward [self-sufficiency, education, or starting a business] over ones that simply replace a beneficiary’s own effort. [Add any milestone you’d like considered, e.g., graduation, wedding, having a baby].
Guidance for specific beneficiaries. 
[Beneficiary name]—[particular wishes, concerns, or circumstances to weigh, e.g., a disability, a history with money, an ongoing need]. [Beneficiary name] — [same]. 

Delete or add lines as your family requires.
What I hope this trust supports. I would like distributions to favor [education, homeownership, entrepreneurship, medical or care needs, charitable giving]. I would ask you to be cautious about distributions for [speculative ventures, paying debts caused by gambling or addiction, or other concerns specific to your family], though I leave the final call to you.
Family circumstances. [Note anything a trustee should understand but might not otherwise know — blended family considerations, estrangement, a beneficiary who needs extra support, or a request for confidentiality between beneficiaries.]
A final word. Thank you for taking on this responsibility. Please feel free to consult [our firm or a named advisor] whenever a decision is difficult and know that acting in good faith on the information available to you is all I could ever ask.
With gratitude,

[Client signature]

[Printed name]      								Date
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